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peditions, anarchistic riots; etc. Entire chapters are devoted to Indian wars in 
the West, the agrarian movement in the seventies, Arctic expeditions, the 
World's Columbian Exposition, and the negro. The latter chapter, however, 
being based on the Eleventh Census, taken fourteen years ago, has little present 
value. The book contains a good deal of quotation and nearly one thousand 
illustrations, some of which add to its value as a popular work. It is, in fact, 
intended for popular readers and not for critical students for whom it can have 
little value. A serious defect consists in the inadequate treatment of political 
and constitutional questions which have too often been neglected for non-political 
matters, such as fires, floods, earthquakes, and other happenings, that have 
exercised no influence on the development of the country. To take an example: 
scarcely a page is given to our controversy with Great Britain in 1896 over the 
Venezuelan incident, while immediately following, the Lexow investigation in 
New York City and the A. P. A. controversy are each given four or five times as 
much treatment. Finally, the book is full of loose, inaccurate statements. To 
mention only two: the statement is made on page 917 that the Northern Securi- 
ties Company was created with a capital stock approaching a billion dollars and 
on page 927 it is stated that the Elkins Act created the Department of Commerce 
and Labor. It should not be forgotten, however, that he who essays to write 
contemporary history must needs rely largely on newspaper reports for his mate- 
rials and hence errors of inaccuracy are often unavoidable. In spite of all defects 
President Andrews' book is interestingly conceived and written and, being the 
only one that covers the later period of our history, it supplies a real want. 

James Wilford Garner. 



Getting a Living: The Problem of Wealth and Poverty — of Profits, Wages and Trade- 
Unionism. By George L. Bolen. Pp. 769. Price, $1.50. New York: 
The Macmillan Company, 1903. 

"The purpose in writing this book .... is to give the connected and some- 
what complete view that all intelligent citizens should have of the many economic 

divisions of the great problem of labor and life, but which is possessed 

now by perhaps less than a tenth of even college graduates." It is a rather 
inclusive study of the labor problem. The twenty-eight chapters deal with such 
topics as "Rent and Land Ownership," "Interest," "The Employer and His 
Profits," "Co-operative Industry," "Profit Sharing," "Wages," "Trade-Unions 
and Poverty." 

The author usually approaches the various problems from the point of view 
of a third party. The text and footnotes (of which there are entirely too many) 
constitute a veritable encyclopaedia of miscellaneous facts. But it must be said 
that the author is more interested in stating what should be and what must be 
because of the unfailing operation of natural law, than in setting forth and 
explaining what actually is. In the course of his discussions Mr. Bolen gives 
us the results of some acute thinking and many common sense opinions. But 
the book brings with the good much that is bad. 

In the first place, it is difficult to read. In some chapters perhaps half of 
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the matter is found in the footnotes, some of which must be read to get a proper 
understanding of the text. The style is also bad, and grammatical errors are 
numerous. In the second place, the material is not well organized. This makes 
much repetition necessary and adds to the difficulty experienced by the reader in 
getting at the author's thought. Again, some of the discussions are not very en- 
lightening. The author is at such pains to justify interest and profits that little 
light is shed upon them. On page 52, wages, we learn, may not be higher than 
prices will justify, and because of the competition for laborers, they will usually 
be the maximum marginal employers can afford to pay. We are assured many 
times over that laborers will get all they produce. In the discussion of the prin- 
ciples determining the rate of wages, we are told that there is a "wage fund" 
(p. 130) . ' ' This fund consists of all that employers stand ready to spend in wages 
whether the money paid remains from the original starting capital, came from 
recent sales of product, or is yet to be obtained from sales, loans or additional 
investment (p. 131). 

Another chapter in which the reader will be disappointed is that bearing 
the title : ' ' Have Wage Workers Obtained their Share ? " The average reader will 
expect to find information relating to what wage workers have as a matter of fact 
received. But of such information little will be found there or elsewhere. The 
author holds (p. 363) that they have obtained "a constantly increasing share of 
a constantly increasing product." This opinion is based upon the theory that 
competition among employers causes prices to fall with the diminished expense 
of production so that if laborers do not gain directly by obtaining higher money 
wages, they must gain indirectly as consumers. Inasmuch as many writers have 
expressed doubt as to the varying proportions in which the product has been 
divided, would it not have been better for the author to establish the truth of his 
opinion by citing facts rather than, in effect, by stating that it must be so? 

But while much of the book is disappointing, it contains several very good 
chapters. Among others, those on "Co-operative Industry," "Profit Sharing," 
"The Shorter Work Day," "The Injunction in Labor Disputes," and "Prison 
Labor. " 

H. A. Milus. 
Leland Stanford Junior University. 



Militarism. A Contribution to the Peace Crusade. By Guguelmo FERRERO. 

Pp. 320. Price, $3.50. Boston: L. C. Page & Co., 1903. 

In the English version of this work the original text as published in 1898 has 
been modified to answer the objections of its critics, and enlarged so as to include 
new problems for consideration. The avowed purpose of the book is to encourage 
"the grand work of pacifying civilized nations," and to demonstrate that a 

"general European war would be a world calamity and would produce 

incalculable evils without recompense." 

The author launches his theme with a general discussion of the principles 
and policies that actuate the conduct of nations in reference to peace and war at 
the end of the nineteenth century, devoting some attention to the significance of 
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